COUNTER-RE VOLUTION                   83
disapproved of this perversity and censured it publicly.
In a few large towns such as Turin and Milan the Popolari
joined the bloc as a result of pressure from Rome. In
Turin Cardinal Gasparri wrote a letter proclaiming that
c wherever co-operation is necessary to resist the socialist
advance,, such co-operation is a duty ', and in Milan Cardinal
Ferrari intervened in the same way. The fascists, still a
negligible quantity, supported the lists of the national bloc
everywhere. In Milan Mussolini, who had learned prudence
from his experience of November 1919, resisted his friends
who would have liked a fascist list : c For us to take part in
the struggle would enormously increase our opponents5
chance of success, for to present a list including fascists
would be enough to start a rush to the poll to vote against
it. That is obvious as you know very well. We could not
even get a minority list through.' Which shows, once again,
that when the * maximalist' advance was beginning to
weaken, the forces of fascism, which later claimed that they
had c saved Italy from revolution', were still disunited.
The administrative elections took place at a time of
suspense and transition. The socialists obtained majorities
in 2162 communes out of 8059, and in 25 provinces out of 69.
They won the greatest number of communes in Emilia
and Tuscany, where, a few weeks after the elections, the
fascist offensive was launched. The socialist success, how-
ever, had its drawbacks. It was too definite to allow the
Socialist Party to go on marking time, but not sufficient
to make it face its responsibilities boldly. The bourgeois
coalition, on the other hand, had fought hard and succeeded
in stemming the red tide in several important centres :
Rome, Spezia, Brescia, Genoa, Pisa, Naples, Bari, Palermo.
It won significant victories at Florence and^ greatest of all,
Turin, the c red town \ In the year 1919-20 the tide was
showing signs of ebbing.
On the strength of these results Giolitti decided to carry
his policy a step further, and to do so it was necessary to
settle the Fiume question, a permanent source of trouble
and indiscipline in the army, and a cancer in the body
politic. Giolitti attempted a master stroke and brought it
off: the buying off of Mussolini and his separation from